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Welcome back to school! Happy New Year!! 

Siskinites jumped right back into learning this week with a positive attitude and lots of cooperation!  

 

Change of date!  The Wildstyle Runway performance will be on January 19th at 6:15 in the 

multipurpose room. We will have the performance and an exciting omnivore, herbivore, 

carnivore potluck. We are so excited! 

 

Students put last minute touches on their Wildstyle scripts through a whole class editing and revising 

lesson on the "big screen" with a focus on word choice, sentence construction, clarity, and playing 

with the double meaning of words, Students also worked together on a way to organize the different 

animals into groups for the performance, staging, and have begun to memorize their scripts! 

Although the scripts do not need to be memorized for the performance. That is the goal. I know that 

some students may still need or want a script in hand for a sense of security, which I support. 

Students brought home copies of their script this week for homework. They are expected to practice 

nightly at home! This will be their Family Project and in place of Scholastic News. 

 

 Heredity, Variation, & Selection 

This week in science we explored the topic of dinosaurs. We asked the question, “Can you outrun a 

dinosaur?” Your child saw pictures showing how dinosaurs didn’t just leave behind bones, they also 
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You can reinforce your child’s learning at home by pointing out footprints while on a walk. (Getting a 

shoe slightly wet in a puddle leaves behind visible tracks.) Ask your child, “Is it possible to tell the 

difference between walking and running just from footprints? How are they different?” 

 

Students also learned about how people create new breeds of animals by selecting certain traits and only 

having those animals have babies. Your child learned in particular how the earliest dogs were medium-

sized and wolf-like, but using selective breeding, we managed to get the many different dog breeds, 

from small dogs to big dogs, spotted dogs to plain dogs. 

 

What makes selection possible is the fact that no two individuals are ever exactly alike--there are always 

small differences, and yet parents do pass on most of their traits to their offspring. You can help 

reinforce this learning at home by helping your child to notice these small differences in physical traits 

between siblings, cousins, and other family members, as well as to contemplate which traits have been 

passed on from one generation to the next. 

After learning about how people have used selection to change an animal's traits, such as creating new 

breeds of dogs, students explored the concept that selection isn’t always caused by human beings: 

sometimes other, non-human factors can cause selection to happen. 

 

I introduced the true story of two lizard species in Florida. (If you’re curious, you can read an adult-level 

version of the story here: http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/os-evolution-green-brown-lizards-

20141101-story.html) 

 

The change in these lizards is an example of "natural selection"— a big idea that your child will revisit 

over the course of their science education. In our lesson we did not use the term "natural selection," but 

this example laid the foundation for later understanding of the concept. 

 

In a math, students learned how to use "versatiles " which is a student- centered, differentiated math 

resource that provides review and practice in different areas of mathematics. It has a self- correction 

feature! This cool feature fosters independence and risk-taking because it provides instant feedback to 

the student without anyone else knowing whether the is answer correct or incorrect. Because students 

are the only ones with this information, they are highly motivated to return and rework their calculations 

until their work is correct!  
 



 

  3 

Students are reading nonfiction mentor texts with the intention of locating and determining the use of 

various text features in preparation for their own nonfiction writing pieces. They had an on-demand 

pre assessment this week to determine what they already know about the structure and craft of 

nonfiction writing in preparation for instruction next week! Many students are choosing to write 

narratives in their discretionary and academic choice time, or work on rhymes, poems, riddles, and 

raps for the first Spelling Beat competition this Friday! 

 

Students are also beginning a new narrative study in reading. This study will focus on fables. Students 

will be doing literary analysis around story elements with a special emphasis on character traits 

and development. This week students were introduced to the "W" and "A" in WALTER, an acronym that 

helps focus students' attention on character analysis. 

Fourth graders are also learning to run their book clubs with literature circle roles! 

We are wrapping up Native American studies and moving into the historical study of the next wave of 

people that explored and settled in California and in our local community of Sausalito and Marin City. 

 

The Marin Theater Company is working with the third graders on a reader’s theater 

performance of Seven Blind Mice and an Elephant! The focus will be oral language and expression! 

Weekly Word Family Cheers, Chants, Raps, and Poetry Competition 

Building energy for learning spelling! 

To help Siskinites improve the spelling in their written work and chunk and decode LARGER and 

unfamiliar multisyllabic words instead of skipping over them, I am launching a new weekly competition 

that will be part of students’ homework. While having fun with rhyming and writing couplets with their 

friends and family, students will also be improving their reading and spelling skills. Rhyming is 

important to reading and spelling because it can help children appreciate that words that share 

common sounds often share common letter sequences. For example, if you can spell cat, you can also 

spell bat, rat and mat. This also applies to reading, if you can read,” call,” you can read, ball, tall and 

mall. 

Rhyming also prepares children to make predictions while learning words and gives them crucial 

decoding skills. Rhyming and rhythm are also very important skills that help a reader learn to use 

inflection an animation when reading aloud.  
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STUDENTS CAN WORK IN PAIRS, GROUPS, OR INDEPENDENTLY ON THIS. THE winner or winners of 

the Weekly Word Family Cheers, Chants, Raps, and Poetry will be videoed each week.   

 

Japanese Drumming lessons with sensei Jimmi--San will begin in January. As part of our partnership 

with our sister city in Japan, students will study Japanese drumming and perform in April at the annual 

Cherry Blossom Festival in Japan town!! 
 
 

Field trips and special school and classroom events 
 

January Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

Tuesday 
1/17/18 

9:15-12:00 
(Program 10-

11:30) 

Apple Store in 
Corte Madera 

Carpool Computer science and coding workshop 

Wednesday  
1/18/17 

9:15-12:00 
(Program 10-

11:30) 

Apple Store in 
Corte Madera 

Carpool Computer science and coding workshop 

January 9- 
April 

 

8:25-9:20 Japanese 
Drumming 
Sausalito 
Sister City 
Project 
 

At School Cherry Blossom Festival Performance 
In Japan town April 15th 
 
 

Tuesday 
1/31/17 
Through  
2/1/17 
 

Overnight 
Parent 
Volunteers 
Needed! 

Old Adobe 
Environmental 
Living 
Program 
Petaluma 
Adobe State 
Historic Park 
3325 Adobe 
Road  
Petaluma, CA 
94954  
707-762-4871 

Carpool Take an overnight trip back in time to 
early Mexican California in the 1840's 
and discover everyday life at this 
incredible rancho. Today's students may 
live the past by taking the roles of 
people who lived in the area during this 
time.  The program at the Petaluma 
Adobe follows the curriculum guidelines 
set by the State of California for the 
Rancho time period as well as the 
Mission System, Fort Ross, the Land 
Grants, the Bear Flag Revolt, and the 
Gold Rush. 
 

  Sausalito 
Historical 
Society class 
(SHS) 
School Visit 

At School Students draw from historical and 
community resources to organize the 
sequence of local historical events and 
describe how each period of settlement 
left its mark on the land. 
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SHS Historical 
Society and 
City Hall Trip  

Walking  Social Studies 
Students examine primary resources 
Students draw from historical and 
community resources to organize the 
sequence of local historical events and 
describe how each period of 
settlement left its mark on the land.  
 
Students explore the role of rules and 
laws in our daily lives and the basic 
structure of the U.S. government.	

    

World	culture	and	language:	Heroes	
and	Zheroes	Storytelling		
Recount	stories,	including	fables,	
folktales,	and	myths	from	diverse	
cultures;	determine	the	central	
message,	lesson,	or	moral	and	
explain	how	it	is	conveyed	through	
key	details	in	the	text.	
	
Describe	characters	in	a	story	(e.g.,	
their	traits,	motivations,	or	feelings)	
and	explain	how	their	actions	
contribute	to	the	sequence	of	events. 
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Homework Assignments 
• Assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
• Have your child choose an online math option at least three times a week!  
 

Mandatory Homework 
•Please remind your child put their name on their work 
•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
•Responses to Scholastic News activities 
•Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity and content 
 

Family Project: Memorize Wildstyle script  
 

Cursive: letter: b 
Rap and Rhyme Word Family of the Week: “ake” 

Reading log and discussion questions: Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three discussion 
questions to answer. Fourth graders: Choose at least two discussion questions to write and 
record in your “homework” Reading log 

Scholastic News: Scholastic News and activities (not this week) 

 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW:  TERC worksheet pages; Capture 5, Close to 100 (3rd 
grade), Close to 1,000 (4th grade)  

 
Optional Assignments 

 

Spelling:  Spelling Rap and Rhyme contest 
 

Math: Prodigy 
https://prodigygame.com/Play/ 
XtraMath 
https://xtramath.org 
Khan Academy  
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
TERC Investigation  
https://www.pearsonrealize.com  
username: student google address 
Password:third12345 OR  fourth12345 
Go to class 
Go to assignments 
Or Explore! 

Reading K-3rd 
grade:  
 
 

Bookflix 
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th 
grade:  
 
 

Trueflix 
http://trueflix.scholastic.com    
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 
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Math Workshop 
What are students doing and learning? 

• Geometry pre-assessment 
• Vesatile math  
• Measurement  
• Data and Statistics 
• Geometry begins next week 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Social Studies 
What are students doing and learning? 

•Miwok Geocache Projects 
•California Dreamers explore the First Californians in their “expert” regions 
• Cultural history of El Presidio of SF  
 
The Driving Question: 
How can we as archaeologists, use evidence to answer 
mysteries about California and Sausalito’s past?  
Young archaeologists will spend the winter digging for clues about 
the past through experiential learning on field trips, while 
reading books back in class, by analyzing primary sources such as 
letters, journals, paintings, photographs etc. to learn more about 
the physical geography of California and Sausalito/Bay Region.  
Beneath that layer of understanding, like anthropologists they 
will uncover clues about the first explorers and settlers who 
lived in Sausalito and Marin and in the different regions of 
California. 
Third and fourth graders will compare and contrast their research to better help 
them understand that the environment in which a group of people live in be the creation of 
“cultural” geocaches with archaeological catalogues.  
 
The final project will be the creation of “cultural” geocaches with archaeological catalogues. 
Student catalogues will describe each artifact in their geocache, the location it was found, 
material it was made from, and its cultural significance.    
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Reading Workshop 
What are students doing and learning? 

• Nonfiction Reading Strategies: boxes and bullets 
• Non-fiction text features 
• California Weekly (4th grade): The First Californians 
• Reading Willows Book Club Meetings 
• Fables 
• Character analysis  
• Poetry analysis: The Black Book of Colors 
 

•Island of the Blue Dolphins Novel Study 
• Nonfiction trade books 
• Reading and recording main idea and important 
supporting details  

  

 
What are students doing and learning?  
• Extending the “Heart” of our stories 
Developing the Storyteller’s Voice; use exact “show, not tell” 
details and dialogue 
•Taking a closer look at work using a checklist to create strong 
beginnings, middles, and endings  
• Using transitional words between beginning, middle, and 
end of stories 
• Wordsmith workshop: a focus on building structurally 
sound simple and complex sentences while avoiding 
fragment and run-on sentences  

Writer’s Workshop 
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Science 
What are students doing and learning? 

Exploring the driving questions: 
• Can you outrun a dinosaur? 
• What kinds of animals might there be in the future? 
• Can selection happen without people? 
 
• Structures and Adaptations, Fossil Evidence 
• Heredity, Variation and Selection 
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Life skill tool of the month  

Farm to the table with Barbara 

What are students doing and learning? 

Honesty 
 

Siskinites are honestly working very hard! 

What are students doing and learning? 

 
Teri Lang cooked the hens eggs and Barbara 
Adams organized the event. 
 

The kids of Sunflower Sentry Garden have raised and 
loved their hens, Rosie, Rocket and Starlight since they 
were eggs in an incubator earlier this year. On December 
16th, the hens showed their love by gifting their human 
friends with 65 gorgeous blue and green eggs. 

The kids were delighted with their gift 
from the hens and took turns cracking the 
eggs for cooking. Imagine the thrill of 
identifying your favorite hens' eggs, 
holding the yolks and egg whites in your 
hands then whisking them. All were 
amazed at the deep yellow color of the 
yolks and realized how different they 
were from supermarket eggs. 

 
Kids scooped huge helpings of eggs. One boy 
announced that these were the best eggs he'd ever 
eaten in his entire life. 


